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EDITORIAL

And H¸ckel Was Correct After All–AWithdrawal and an Apology

In the second April issue (No. 8, pp. 1429±1431) this year we
published a communication from J. B. Lambert et al. in which
an astonishingly stable salt of the pentamethylcyclopentadien-
yl cation was reported. Following the H¸ckel rule this antiar-
omatic cation should, in fact, be highly unstable, and for de-
cades attempts at its preparation and definite characterization
have failed–however, perhaps this time the counterion, tetra-
kis(pentafluorophenyl)borate, had worked wonders. In any
case, after two rounds of refereeing by three experts the com-
munication was accepted, and, following publication
(April 15) naturally caused quite a stir. Unfortunately, it must
now be said that the experimental results were incorrectly in-
terpreted, which was quickly discovered. On April 22, G.
Bertrand and co-workers submitted a manuscript in which
they showed that the species generated by Lambert et al.
was, in fact, a pentamethylcyclopentenyl cation. To keep dam-
age to a minimum we published this manuscript as fast as pos-
sible (on May 7) on the Angewandte Chemie homepage, fol-

lowing refereeing by those experts who had evaluated the
Lambert et al. communication, and after giving J. B. Lambert
the opportunity to comment, which resulted in his co-author-
ship. The edited version of this manuscript can be found in this
issue (p. 2275 ff), together with a short theoretical treatment
by T. M¸ller (p. 2276 ff), as well as a ™statement∫ from J. B.
Lambert (p. 2279).

As the Editor I regret that we did not examine the original
manuscript more critically, and that its publication has result-
ed in unnecessary work to reproduce the results experimental-
ly and theoretically.

Dr. Peter Gˆlitz


